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HEATHNOTES 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils on the very positive start they have 
made to their GCSE and A Level examinations. I have been incredibly impressed with the calm, 
mature and focused way in which pupils have approached this important period. Their conduct, 
resilience and determination have reflected the hard work they have put in throughout the year, and I 
know staff and families alike are very proud of them. 

Last week, we were also delighted to host our Year 13 Afternoon Tea and Leavers’ Celebration. It was 
a wonderful occasion and a chance to reflect on the many achievements, memories and contributions 
of this fantastic year group. While we are incredibly proud to see them moving on to the next stage of 
their education, training and careers, there is also a real sense of sadness as we prepare to say 
goodbye. They have been an important part of our school community, and we wish them every 
success and happiness for the future. 

I would also like to remind families that the first day back after half term is Monday 1st June, and all 
pupils are expected to return to school for 9.00am. 

Challenge Weeks will begin immediately after half term. Key Stage 3 assessments will take place 
during the first two weeks back, followed by Year 10 and Year 12 assessments during weeks three 
and four of the half term. These assessments are extremely important and help to inform setting 
decisions, class groupings and tier entries moving forward. We would therefore encourage all pupils to 
begin preparing and revising now, rather than leaving this until the final weeks. 

All revision materials and support resources are available on the Pupil Portal, and pupils should 
already be familiar with how to access these. We would be very grateful for your support at home in 
helping your child to establish a clear revision timetable and positive routines over the coming weeks. 
Small amounts of regular revision can make a significant difference to pupils’ confidence and 
performance. 

Alongside the hard work and assessments, there is also lots for pupils to look forward to during the 
remainder of the summer term. We have a wide range of trips, work experience, Sports Day and 
many other praise events planned across all year groups. These opportunities are an important part of 
school life and help pupils to build confidence, independence and lasting memories with their peers. 

We are also looking forward to celebrating our annual Culture Day, which will now take place on 
Friday 19th June. This is always a fantastic event that celebrates the diversity, heritage and 
community spirit of our school, and we look forward to pupils getting involved. 

As always, we ask parents and carers to continue supporting us by ensuring pupils attend school 
every day, arrive punctually and are fully equipped for learning. Excellent attendance remains vital at 
this point in the year, particularly as pupils prepare for assessments and end of year activities. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued partnership and support. Enjoy the bank holiday weekend 
and half term.  

Warm regards, 

Sonia Close 
Headteacher 
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Friends of Heathcote School 

We would like to invite all parents to become involved 

with our PTA, “Friends of Heathcote School”. We are 

always looking for new ideas to raise funding, including 

quiz nights, bingo nights, raffles and more. We also 

subscribe to the Easy Fundraising App, which allows you 

to generate additional fundraising when you purchase 

items online. 

For more information, please visit the PTA/Friends Of 

Heathcote section of the school website at https://

heathcoteschool.com/parents/pta/, or you can access the 

Easy Fundraising App using the QR code (right). 

Thanks! 

 

Social Media 

Don’t forget to follow us on social media! You can find and follow us on the following channels 

which we update on a regular basis: 

• Facebook—(@heathcotee4)  

• X (formerly Twitter) - (@heathcotee4) 

• Instagram—(@heathcotesecondaryschool) 

• Science on Instagram—(@heathcotescience) 

• PE on Instagram—(@heathcote_pe) 

 

 

DT would love your old board games! 

The DT Department are currently looking for donations of old and/or unwanted board games that 

may be collecting dust! We’re looking to use them to support the department with developing 

children’s knowledge around board game design for their Graphics work, ideally with a broad range 

of different games for pupils to play and analyse. 

 

If you’re able to help, please bring in any games you could spare. They can be brought to the main 

school reception, or your child can hand them into the DT Department when they arrive in the 

morning. Thank you! 

School Notices 

https://heathcoteschool.com/parents/pta/
https://heathcoteschool.com/parents/pta/
https://www.facebook.com/Heathcotee4/
https://x.com/Heathcotee4
https://www.instagram.com/heathcotesecondaryschool/
https://www.instagram.com/heathcotescience/
https://www.instagram.com/heathcote_pe_/
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Supporting Young People’s Mental Health and Wellbeing This Half Term 

As we move through the half term, it is important to remember that young people can experience a 

wide range of emotions and pressures both inside and outside of school. Exams, friendships, social 

media, changing routines and growing independence can all have an impact on emotional 

wellbeing. 

Parents and carers play a vital role in supporting good mental health. Simple things such as regular 

conversations, encouraging healthy sleep routines, spending time together and checking in without 

judgement can make a significant difference. Sometimes young people may not want to talk 

immediately, but knowing that trusted adults are available and willing to listen is incredibly 

important. 

Some signs that a child or teenager may be struggling can include: 

• Changes in mood or behaviour 

• Withdrawing from friends or activities they usually enjoy 

• Difficulty sleeping or changes in appetite 

• Increased anxiety, irritability or low mood 

• Struggling to concentrate or manage schoolwork 

 

If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, support is available and you are not alone. 

 

Useful Support Services for Young People and Parents 

YoungMinds https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 

Mental health support and advice for young people and parents. 

Childline  https://www.childline.org.uk/ 

Free confidential support for children and young people. Call 0800 1111. 

NSPCC  https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 

Advice and support for parents and carers. Helpline: 0808 800 5000. 

Papyrus UK https://www.papyrus-uk.org/ 

Confidential support and suicide prevention advice for young people and families. HOPELINE247: 

0800 068 4141. 

Kooth  https://www.kooth.com/ 

Free online wellbeing support and counselling for young people. 

 

Ms Cetin 

School Counsellor 

School Notices 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
https://www.kooth.com/
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School Notices 
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New After School Enrichment Activities for Summer Term 

Please see our after school enrichment timetable on the link below, with a range of new clubs and 

activities available. Please encourage your child to attend and sign up via Arbor to attend. 

Enrichment Timetable Summer 2  

 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club is hugely popular and therefore we are continuing to charge £10.00 per half term for 

those who are non-FSM pupils.  If you would like to continue using this service, please ensure you 

pay via Arbor.  A letter has been sent out to parents of those this applies to. 

 

Upcoming Trips & Events 

Summer Trips & Events 

Careers Events  

Year 10/12 Work Experience 

The next stage of work experience: 

1. Students and parents must log on to the portal and check the placement is correct – all 

placements have now been allocated. If anything is incorrect, please let me know asap. 

2. After half term, you will receive a job description and contract to be signed by both parents 

and pupils. 

Thank you for your ongoing support with Work Experience. 

Ms Bashal 

Trips, Careers & Enrichment 

Date Event Year Group 

4th June University of Hertfordshire trip Year 12 

9th June Tower 42 trip Year 12 

9th June Sports Leaders - Leading Quad Kids to Primacy Pupils Year 7,8,9,10,12 

9/10 June Walton on the Naze/Stratford trips Year 10 

9/11/12 June Business Studies Cake Sale Year 12 

Date Event Year Group 

13th July Nuclear Wild Forest Year 9 

13th July Thorpe Park Year 10 

13- 15 July Gilwell Park Year 7 

15th July Thorpe Park Year 8 

15th July Rowan's Bowling Year 12 

7th July Leaver’s Prom Year 11 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14fJ7zF0XHlxkXhDKJYzij9itPzdpV1LU3JG02fKrCg0/edit?usp=sharing
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Trips, Careers & Enrichment 
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Lloyds Banking Group - May Half Term Virtual Work Experience 

Friday 29th May - 1pm - 3:45pm 

Join us for the Lloyds Banking Group Virtual May 

Half Term Work Experience for a fast-paced 

afternoon of challenges, real-world scenarios and 

networking with professionals from across the 

industry. Lloyds Banking Group are one of the largest banks in the UK and offers so many fantastic 

opportunities to students across the UK. This hands-on experience is designed to help you build 

the skills employers are looking for within the industry. 

 

What will you take part in? 

• Hands-on practical workshops developing your problem-solving, teamwork, and decision-

making skills 

• Network with Lloyds Banking Group team members 

• How to spot financial crime and how banks spot these threats 

• Live panel and Q&A 

  

Key Event Details: 

• Friday 29th May 

• 1pm - 3:45pm 

• Online live-streamed via YouTube 

• Open to all students in school/college 

  

Why Join? 

• Build confidence in real-world situations 

• Develop skills employers value 

• Learn how to spot opportunities whilst at school/college 

• Something great to add to your CV 

  

What you get out of it? 

This is a high energy, interactive virtual experience built to boost your skills, confidence and career 

awareness! Upskill yourself, learn new things and build your network. 

  

 

Trips, Careers & Enrichment 

Click Here To Sign Up 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SkillsFest_Virtual
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Heathcote’s Book Of The Fortnight 

The Queen Of Nothing 

By Holly Black 

 

“He will be the destruction of the crown and the 

ruination of the throne…” 

 

Power is much easier to acquire than it is to hold 

onto. Jude learned this lesson when she released 

her control over the wicked king, Cardan, in 

exchange for immeasurable power. 

 

Now, as the exiled mortal Queen of Faerie, Jude is 

powerless and left reeling from Cardan’s betrayal. 

She bides her determined to reclaim everything he 

took from her. Opportunity arrives in the form of her 

twin sister, Taryn, whose life is in peril. 

 

Jude must risk venturing back into the treacherous 

Faerie Court, and confront her lingering feelings for Cardan, if she wishes to save her sister. But 

Elfhame is not as she left it. War is brewing. As Jude slips deep within enemy lines she becomes 

ensnared in the conflict’s bloody politics. 

And, when a dormant yet powerful curse is unleashed, panic spreads throughout the land, forcing 

her to choose between her ambition and her humanity… 

GOODREADS BEST FANTASY YA 2020. The intoxicating and bloodthirsty finale to the New 

York Times bestselling The Cruel Prince, nominated for the CARNEGIE MEDAL, and New 

York Times bestseller The Wicked King, Best YA Fantasy in the Goodreads Choice Awards 

2019.  

 

Ms Nash 

Librarian 

Reading at Heathcote 
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Year 7 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to start by saying a huge well done to all pupils who received an award 

during Monday’s Reward Assembly. I handed out over 100 certificates recognising a 

wide range of achievements, including subject awards, attendance, behaviour, tutor 

awards, Year Lead awards and Headteacher awards. It is fantastic to be able to 

celebrate the many positive contributions pupils are making both in and around 

school, and we are incredibly proud of their efforts and attitudes. 

A reminder that KS3 Challenge Week is approaching for all Year 7 pupils. 

Assessment information can be found on Arbor via pupil timetables, and all revision 

resources have been uploaded to Google Classroom and Google Sites. If you are 

struggling to locate resources for a particular subject, please contact your child’s 

subject teacher directly, as they will be best placed to guide you to the relevant 

materials. 

I also wanted to give you advance notice that there will be changes to form groups 

for Year 8. The structure and organisation of these groups is still being finalised and 

will not be completed until closer to the end of the summer term. I will ensure that 

parents and pupils are informed of the changes before the summer holidays begin. 

Please note that these changes are being made with teaching and learning as the 

priority, ensuring the best possible fit for pupils moving into Year 8. I will also take 

friendships into consideration to help ensure pupils feel settled and supported within 

their new form groups. As all form groups will be reorganised from September, I 

kindly ask that parents do not contact me with requests or preferences regarding 

form placements. There will be an opportunity once these have been completed to 

raise any concerns.  

Thank you for your ongoing support, I hope you have a restful half term. 

Ms Clancey  

Year 7 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

7.1 128 97.1% 

7.2 146 93.8% 

7.3 48 91.1% 

7.4 141 96.6% 

7.5 155 91.7% 

7.6 199 91.5% 
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Year 8 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Congratulations to our Year 8 Stars of the Fortnight, who have been recognised for their 
excellent attitude, effort and contribution to school life. A special well done to Rajan R, 
Tommy J, Adrian and Johan for being consistently helpful members of our school 
community, and to Rajan R for his positive contributions within form time. Praise also goes 
to Sarah A for her excellent effort in lessons, alongside Cody W and Kira for their consistent 
approach to learning. Well done as well to Jay, Radka, Anish, Domenico, Rio, Jessica, 
Cameron and Alea, who have all been recognised for their continued consistency and 
positive attitude. We are incredibly proud of the example these students are setting for 
others across Year 8. 
 
As we head towards the final half term, we would really appreciate the continued support of 
parents and carers in reminding students about making positive choices both in school and 
within the local community. This includes respectful behaviour around shops and residential 
areas, sensible use of social media, and avoiding behaviours such as vaping or water-
related pranks, which can lead to school sanctions. 
 
There are still a small number of spaces available for our rewards trip to Thorpe Park on 
15th July, so please sign up as soon as possible if your child would like to attend. We would 
also love to see students getting involved in our “Get Caught Reading” challenge on Google 
Classroom. 
 
Over half term, we encourage students to spend a little time preparing for their Challenge 
Week exams through short revision sessions, flashcards, quizzes and revisiting class notes. 
Alongside revision, healthy sleep, rest and downtime are just as important in helping 
students return feeling refreshed and confident. 
 
Finally, a reminder that if your child takes part in any extracurricular activities, achievements 
or clubs outside of school, we would love to celebrate these both in school and on our 
social media pages. Please feel free to send in any details, photos or achievements for us 
to share. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support, and we wish all of our Year 8 families a 
lovely, restful and productive half term. 
 
Ms Gasper 
Year 8 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

8.1 48 87.6% 

8.2 71 88.2% 

8.3 28 90.2% 

8.4 51 86.0% 

8.5 55 84.4% 

8.6 43 90.5% 
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Year 9 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we come to the end of another successful half term, I would like to congratulate Year 9 pupils for their hard work, 
achievements and positive contributions throughout the term. A huge well done to all pupils who received awards 
during our Year 9 Celebration Assembly. It was fantastic to celebrate the effort, progress and commitment shown 
across all subjects and the school.  

Congratulations to the following pupils for receiving:  

Subject Awards: Iliyana, Esmee, Lora, Haadi, Charlotte, Abirami, Armaghan, Tyler, Alex G, Jack S, Eddie H, Millie, 
Sofia D, Ben, Emilia, Cirilla, Austin S, Esther & Georgina.  

Tutor Awards: Max 9.1 Bobby 9.2 Tristan 9.3 Riley 9.4 Hannah 9.5 Konnie 9.6 & Ivy 9.7  

Lexia and Sparx Maths: Alex, Ruiya, Jenaya, Georgina, Asya, Konnie, Eddie, Daniel, Melissa, Zelal, Safia, 
Thanujan, River & Sky  

A special congratulations goes to Aras, Bryan and David for qualifying for the second round of the Intermediate 
Maths Challenge. This is an outstanding achievement given the difficulty of the competition. An extra special 
mention goes to David, who achieved the highest score in the group and 
came extremely close to receiving a Bronze Award. 

Superstar Lottery: Nadisha – 0 negative points & at least 1 positive  

ACE Lottery: Aras - 100% Attendance and 100% Punctuality 

Year Lead Awards: Elif K, Rae, Hubert, Harry & Ella  

And finally, congratulations to Oscar and Cirilla (right) for receiving the 
Headteacher’s Awards.  

We now only have one half term remaining, and I am incredibly proud of 
many year 9 pupils for their effort, resilience and achievements this year. We want to ensure we finish the academic 
year positively and continue building strong habits and high expectations. Unfortunately, I am currently reviewing the 
use of ball games during social times. Since they were reintroduced, there has been a significant increase in poor 
conduct incidents, including several serious behavioural issues. I will be closely monitoring behaviour during the first 
week back after half term. If further high-level incidents or poor conduct occur, ball games will unfortunately be 
removed again.  

Please could parents reinforce the importance of respectful and safe behaviour with pupils. A reminder that pupils 
must keep their hands, feet and objects to themselves at all times. 

Finally, a reminder to sign up for the Nuclear Races Tough Mudder end-of-year trip. Previous year groups have 
described this as one of the most enjoyable and memorable trips they experienced so we would love for as many 
pupils as possible to take part. 

Thank you for your continued support throughout the year. 

Ms Apperley 

Year 9 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

9.1 109 90.1% 

9.2 128 93.3% 

9.3 141 92.4% 

9.4 46 85.7% 

9.5 97 88.7% 

9.6 113 85.4% 

9.7 97 90.0% 
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Year 10 News 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

10.1 149 92.2% 

10.2 103 91.4% 

10.3 126 86.3% 

10.4 101 91.9% 

10.5 124 90.6% 

10.6 99 94.8% 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Behaviour Incidents 

Unfortunately, there has been a clear increase in behaviour incidents involving some Year 10 
boys, particularly during social times and towards the end of the school day. 

As a result, ball games at lunchtime will be suspended for two weeks after half term, from 
1st–12th June. If behaviour improves during this period, we will look at reinstating this privilege. 

 

Uniform 

Uniform expectations remain unchanged this term. Please ensure pupils attend school in the 
correct uniform: 

• Black tights must be worn with skirts 

• Girls’ trousers should be loose fitting 

• PE trousers must not be worn underneath school trousers 

• Boys should wear plain black belts only 

If the weather becomes very hot, Ms Close will contact parents regarding permission for pupils to 
wear full PE kit. 

Please note that pupils should not wear a mixture of PE kit and regular school uniform. If this 
occurs, pupils will be expected to change into spare clothing provided by the school and will 
receive a uniform sanction. 

 

Work Experience 

Work experience placements have now been allocated, with the majority of pupils receiving one of 
their six preferred choices. 

If you have any questions, or additional information you would like to share, please contact Ms 
Bashal at sbashal@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. 

I hope you and your families have a restful half term. Please encourage your child to continue with 
their Challenge Week revision, but also make sure they take some time to relax and recharge. 

 

Ms Page 

Year 10 Lead 

mailto:sbashal@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Year 11 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Exams thus far: 

Well done to Year 11 on the first 3 weeks of the exam period.  Pupils have been 

brilliant; attending morning and afternoon boosters, arriving on time with a positive 

mindset and extremely prepared with exams starting promptly & purposefully.  Pupils 

have conducted themselves in line with exam expectations and they have made me 

extremely proud.   

Ms Mitchell will be sending a separate email to provide details regarding the exam 

plan after May Half Term so keep an eye out for this. 

 

Leavers Assembly 

When: Friday 26th June 

Venue: Heathcote School 

Time: TBC 

Purpose: To award and congratulate pupils and to provide pupils with an opportunity 

to sign shirts, take photos and say final farewells before results day.  Light 

refreshments will be provided. 

 

Thank you once again for all of your ongoing support.  

 

Ms Lewis 

Year 11 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

11.1 8 65.6% 

11.2 8 64.0% 

11.3 1 64.3% 

11.4 3 63.0% 

11.5 6 66.5% 

11.6 4 59.3% 
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Year 12 News 

Dear Parents & Carers of Year 12, 

As we approach the final days before half term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support throughout what has been an incredibly important and demanding term for our Year 12 
students. 

A reminder that Parents’ Evening is taking place shortly, and we would like to thank you in advance for attending 
and working in partnership with us to support your child’s progress and success. These conversations are 
invaluable in helping students stay focused, motivated and aspirational as they move towards Year 13. 

Once we return from half term, we will be fully immersed in Challenge Week revision. This is undoubtedly the 
most important Challenge Week of Year 12, as it will be the final opportunity for students to demonstrate the 
progress they have made this academic year before moving into their final year of study. We are encouraging all 
students to approach this period with maturity, commitment and determination. 

 
Revision Expectations & Strategies 
Students should now be revising consistently outside of lessons. Some highly effective revision strategies 
include: 

• Creating concise revision flashcards 

• Using blurting techniques to test memory recall 

• Completing timed exam questions 

• Revisiting teacher feedback and targets 

• Using Cornell notes and retrieval practice 

• Teaching content aloud to someone else 

• Planning revision across multiple shorter sessions rather than cramming 
We strongly encourage students to create a realistic revision timetable over half term that balances focused 
study with rest and wellbeing. 
 
Uniform Expectations 
With warmer weather expected over the coming weeks, we would like to remind students that the same uniform 
and presentation expectations remain in place. Students should continue to attend sixth form dressed 
appropriately and professionally, reflecting the high standards of our school community. 
 
Attendance & Punctuality 
Every lesson now matters enormously. Excellent attendance and punctuality are essential in ensuring students 
do not miss vital revision, exam preparation or key subject content. Even a small amount of lost learning time 
can have a significant impact at this stage in the year. 
 
Looking Ahead 
Year 12 is moving incredibly quickly, and students are now laying the foundations for their predicted grades, 
UCAS applications and future opportunities. The effort students put in now will make a substantial difference to 
their confidence and outcomes moving forward into Year 13. 
Thank you once again for your ongoing support. We are extremely proud of the resilience and hard work many 
students have shown this term, and we look forward to seeing them finish the year strongly. 
 
Ms Singh/Ms Ismail 

Joint Year 12 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

12.1 12 91.6% 

12.2 1 89.2% 

12.3 0 94.3% 

12.4 0 91.3% 

12.5 0 95.2% 
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Year 13 News 

Key Messages 

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 13, 

 
Thank you to all parents and carers who attended our Year 13 Leavers’ Tea. It was a 
lovely event and a wonderful opportunity for students to come together to celebrate their 
time at the school, reflecting on the many memories, achievements and friendships they 
have made along the way. 
 
We are incredibly proud of our Year 13 cohort and would like to wish them the very best 
of luck in their remaining examinations. We look forward to celebrating their successes 
and wish them every happiness and success as they move on to the next stage of their 
journeys. 
 
Support with Next Steps 
For pupils who are unsure about their next steps, we are offering dedicated drop-in 
sessions with Mr Miltiadou. These sessions will provide support with applications, 
decision-making, and preparation for post-16 or post-18 pathways. See below drop-in 
times: 

 
Contact Details 
If you’d like to contact me via e-mail the address is: 
pmiltiadou@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
 
Mr Miltiadou 

Year 13 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

13.1 0 10.9% 

13.2 0 17.5% 

13.3 0 21.0% 

13.4 0 23.5% 

13.5 0 26.6% 

Week A Week B 

Monday: 12:30–13:30 

Tuesday: 9:00–10:00 

Wednesday: 11:30–12:30 

Thursday: 12:30–13:30 

Friday: 11:30–12:30 

Monday: 10:00–11:00 

Tuesday: 10:00–11:00 

Wednesday: 11:30–12:30 

Thursday: 12:30–13:30 

Friday: 12:30–13:30 

mailto:pmiltiadou@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Week Beginning 1st June 

Lunch Menu 
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Week Beginning 8th June 

Lunch Menu 


