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HEATHNOTES 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you all enjoyed the long bank holiday weekend and had the opportunity to spend some 
quality time together as families. 

Firstly, I would like to wish all of our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils the very best as they began their 
GCSE and A-Level examinations this week. We have been incredibly impressed with the calm, 
mature, and focused approach pupils have shown in preparing for this important period. We are 
very proud of the commitment and resilience they have demonstrated and know they will continue 
to give their very best over the coming weeks. 

Last week, we were delighted to host our Year 11 Rewards Event, which was a fantastic opportunity 
to celebrate pupils’ hard work, attendance, conduct, and commitment throughout the year. The 
event was extremely well attended, and pupils thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate 
together ahead of the examination season. We are also looking forward to our Year 13 Celebration 
Event taking place on Friday 15th May, where we will recognise and celebrate the many 
achievements of our sixth form pupils as they prepare for their next steps. 

I would also like to thank pupils for the excellent start they have made this half term. Standards 
around the school have remained exceptionally positive, and pupils continue to demonstrate our 
values of being ready, respectful, and responsible. 

Last week, we delivered a series of road safety assemblies to pupils. These assemblies focused on 
promoting safe and responsible behaviour when travelling to and from school, particularly around 
busy roads and crossings. Pupils engaged maturely with these important messages, and we 
appreciate your continued support in reinforcing road safety at home. 

We also held a very successful Year 9 Options Evening. It was extremely pleasing to see how well 
prepared pupils were and how carefully they had considered their subject choices for Key Stage 4. 
Pupils spoke positively about the blocking structure, and I have only received four queries or 
requests for changes following the evening. This is a very encouraging indication that our bespoke 
options model is working effectively and enabling pupils to access pathways that best suit their 
interests, strengths, and future aspirations. 

I would also like to update parents regarding the proposed new skirt and summer uniform. I have 
now received samples of the uniform items and am currently gathering pupil voice and feedback. 
Once I have reviewed pupils’ views and feedback, I will share the next steps with families. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Warm regards, 

Sonia Close 
Headteacher 
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New After School Enrichment Activities for Summer Term 

We have a range of new clubs available for the last half term.  The updated timetable will be sent 

out shortly - please keep an eye out for this and encourage your child to attend. 

 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club is hugely popular and therefore we are continuing to charge £7.00 per half term for 

those who are non-FSM pupils.  If you would like to continue using this service, please ensure you 

pay via Arbor.  A letter has been sent out to parents of those this applies to. 

 

Trips and Events  

Summer Trips and Events 

Please contact me if you have any queries about the above trips. 

Ms Bashal 

 

 

School Notices 

Date Event Year Group 

18th June 2026 HAPS Maths Study Day Yr 10 

17th June 2026 HAPs Math Study Day Yr 7 

9/10 June Walton on the Naze/Stratford Yr 10 

4th June University of Hertfordshire Yr 12 

2nd June Duke of Edinburgh Training Day Yr 9 

15th May Ikea, Oxford Street Yr 12 

Date Event Year Group 

7th July 2026 Leaver’s Prom Yr 11 

15th July 2026 Thorpe Park Yr 8 

15th July 2026 Rowan's Bowling Yr 12 

13th July 2026 Nuclear Wild Forest Yr 9 

13th July 2026 Thorpe Park Yr 10 

13- 15 July 2026 Gilwell Park Yr 7 
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Careers Events  

Year 10/12 Work Experience 

We are now in stage 2 of Work Experience.  This stage is where those students who did not secure 

their own placements, use the BEP Portal to find placements. 

 

The following link will also take you to a video which goes over the process. 

https://www.loom.com/share/9067a0d152e14f1980ff757a4621a34c 

 

The portal goes live on Friday 1 May and students have until 15 May to make their 

selections.  They will all have an equal chance of being allocated one of their choices at this 

point.  Please encourage your child to make 6 selections to give them the best chance of being 

allocated one of their choices first time around and ensure they put their 6 choices in preference 

order and click ‘submit’ to lock them in.  Students must check the location and only submit 

selections that they can travel to.   

 

Students with their own placement should use their PIN to log on and check that everything is 

correct with their own placement details and alert me if they have any queries so that we can follow 

this up. 

 

The portal is accessed via the BEP website so students can log in from home.  A letter has been 

sent to all parents/carers outlining this process in more detail.  

Ms Bashal 

 

Friends of Heathcote School 

We would like to invite all parents to become involved with our PTA, “Friends of Heathcote School”. 

We are always looking for new ideas to raise funding, including quiz 

nights, bingo nights, raffles and more. We also subscribe to the 

Easy Fundraising App, which allows you to generate additional 

fundraising when you purchase items online. 

For more information, please visit the PTA/Friends Of Heathcote 

section of the school website at https://heathcoteschool.com/

parents/pta/, or you can access the Easy Fundraising App using the 

QR code (right). 

Thanks! 

 

 

 

School Notices 

https://www.loom.com/share/9067a0d152e14f1980ff757a4621a34c
https://heathcoteschool.com/parents/pta/
https://heathcoteschool.com/parents/pta/
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Heathcote’s Book Of The Fortnight 

Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: No Brainer 

By Jeff Kinney 

 

THE NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER - 

LAUGHTER GUARANTEED! 

In No Brainer, book 18 of the Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid series from #1 international 

bestselling author Jeff Kinney, it's up to 

Greg to save his school before it's 

shuttered for good. 

 

Up until now, middle school hasn't exactly 

been a joyride for Greg Heffley. So when 

the town threatens to close the crumbling 

building, he's not too broken up about it. 

 

But when Greg realizes this means he's 

going to be sent to a different school than 

his best friend, Rowley Jefferson, he 

changes his tune. Can Greg and his 

classmates save their school before it's 

shuttered for good? Or is this the start of a whole new chapter for Greg? 

 

Ms Nash 

Librarian 

Reading at Heathcote 
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Year 7 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Firstly, thank you to those parents who have already completed the necessary forms for 

the Gilwell Park trip. These were sent out by email shortly after the Easter break. If you 

have not received them, I have also placed copies on the Year 7 noticeboard on 

Google Classroom. Please ensure these are completed as soon as possible. 

A huge well done to the Year 7 girls’ netball team, who made it through to the semi-

finals last week. The girls played brilliantly across two matches and successfully 

secured a bronze medal position. Your teamwork, determination, and enthusiasm have 

been a real highlight of the year, and I hope this continues into next year. 

A small number of Year 7 pupils will also be selected to represent Heathcote in the 

Borough Athletics competitions. These events will take place on Tuesdays for girls and 

Thursdays for boys. Please keep an eye out for an email from the PE department if 

your child has been selected. 

During my learning walks of form time this week, I have been really impressed with 

pupils’ engagement and interaction. A special shout out goes to pupils in 7.4 and 7.1, 

who have been involved in some fantastic form discussions. 

A reminder that Challenge Week will be taking place after half term. All revision 

resources will be available on the pupil portal or google classroom for pupils to access 

and use. If you have any queries regarding Challenge Week or subject-specific 

resources, please contact your child’s teacher in the first instance, as I do not hold 

information about individual subjects. 

Finally, please ensure your child attends any restorations they have been set. 

Unfortunately, a number of pupils are regularly missing these, resulting in escalations. 

Pupils are informed during form time each morning, and the list is displayed again at 

break time, so there is no excuse for missing these sessions. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Ms Clancey  

Year 7 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

7.1 159 91.0% 

7.2 132 96.2% 

7.3 81 88.2% 

7.4 138 95.2% 

7.5 141 87.9% 

7.6 88 93.8% 
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Year 8 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Learning Walks 
 
During recent PIE learning walks, Year 8 pupils represented their year group exceptionally well through 
their positive attitudes, strong engagement, and respectful behaviour. Pupils demonstrated a clear 
understanding of the topic “What is data?” and participated confidently in discussions and learning 
activities. Positive relationships between staff and pupils created calm and purposeful learning 
environments where pupils felt supported to contribute and share their ideas. It was particularly pleasing to 
see pupils working collaboratively, responding thoughtfully to questioning, and showing enthusiasm for 
their learning throughout the sessions. 
 
Year 8 Stars 
We are delighted to celebrate our Stars of the Fortnight, who have all demonstrated outstanding attitudes, 
kindness, resilience, and commitment across school life. Congratulations to Ayoub M and Rocco A for their 
consistency in lessons, and to Abdul-Haadi A for making a fantastic start at Heathcote. Well done to Kayla 
K, Umar I, Charlie P, and Charlie W for their enthusiastic participation and engagement in form time 
activities, as well as Logan B for his valuable contribution during assembly.  
 
A special mention goes to Olivia P, Sha’mar T, Charli Ann S, Ruby, Liepa, and Jack G for being 
consistently polite and well behaved, while Holly B and James H have been recognised for always doing 
the right thing. Grace C was praised for being kind and engaged in lessons, and Zander B for his 
hardworking attitude. Safiya S and Poppy have shown exceptional friendship and care towards others, 
while Rocco has been an excellent buddy for new pupils. Congratulations also to Caelan P and Charlie W 
for being responsible pupils in DT, and to Jasmin R and Olivia C for showing great resilience. Olivia P V 
has been recognised for her improvements, and a huge thank you goes to Mia H, Emma E, Moe A, 
Furkan, and Sammy J for their support with pupil voice. We are incredibly proud of all of these students for 
the positive contributions they make to our school community. 
 
Uniform Reminders 
Pupils choosing to wear a skirt must wear tights, in line with the Heathcote uniform policy. Socks with skirts 
are not permitted, and pupils arriving in incorrect uniform will be required to change. School trousers 
remain an option for all pupils. We would also like to remind families that false eyelashes should not be 
worn to school. 
 
Thorpe Park 
As a reminder, if you wish to sign up for the Thorpe Park trip and have not yet done so, please contact 
trips@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. 
 
Challenge Week 
A reminder that pupils should be revising now for their Challenge Week 3 which follows the May half term.  
 
Ms Gasper 
Year 8 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

8.1 69 95.3% 

8.2 125 92.6% 

8.3 100 90.2% 

8.4 114 92.1% 

8.5 138 86.0% 

8.6 39 97.2% 

mailto:trips@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk.
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Year 9 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Thank you to all Year 9 parents and pupils who attended our recent Options Evening. We were incredibly proud of the outstanding attitude, 
maturity, and engagement shown by Year 9 throughout the process. Pupils arrived well prepared and provided thoughtful, detailed reasons 
for each of their subject choices. We are excited to see them flourish in their chosen subjects as they continue their journey into Key Stage 
4. 

Please note the following key information regarding option choices: 

• No changes can be made after 7th May 2026 

• We will now: 

   - Review selections and class sizes 

   - Consider backup choices where necessary 

• Confirmed option choices will be emailed to parents and given to pupils on 8th June 2026 

• There will then be a two-week window for any requested amendments 

• Any changes must be requested by completing the official form that will be sent alongside confirmation emails 

• All requests will be considered together and final decisions confirmed by the end of the school year 

Please remember that option choices are not guaranteed, as final allocations depend on staffing, class sizes, and capability.  If you have 
any concerns or queries regarding options, please contact myself or Ms Bashal. 

Nuclear Races Tough Mudder Trip  

On Monday 13th July 2026, Year 9 pupils will have the exciting opportunity to attend the Nuclear Wild Forest Tough Mudder event. There 
are 175 places available for this trip, and we are looking forward to celebrating Year 9 with this fun-filled obstacle course experience. Please 
look out for a letter with further details and information on how to sign up via Arbor. 

Please note that all enrichment activities have clear entry thresholds, which are explained to pupils. As with previous trips, pupils who 
receive reflections, suspensions, persistent truancy marks, or repeated negative behaviour logs during the summer term will not be eligible 
to attend. A reminder that 6+ regulations within a half term automatically escalate to a reflection. 

Reminders  

We would like to remind parents of our school jewellery policy: 

• Pupils may wear one ear stud only 

• Rings and bracelets are not permitted 

Any bracelets worn to school will be confiscated and stored in a named, sealed envelope at main reception for collection at the end of the 
day Friday of that week. Pupils are responsible for collecting these items.  

Please note that the school cannot take responsibility for banned or expensive items brought onto site. Pupils are strongly encouraged not 
to wear valuable jewellery to school in order to prevent loss or damage.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Ms Apperley 

Year 9 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

9.1 48 94.3% 

9.2 87 91.4% 

9.3 37 97.1% 

9.4 49 93.1% 

9.5 95 92.4% 

9.6 107 92.6% 

9.7 97 98.1% 
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Year 10 News 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

10.1 183 86.3% 

10.2 93 87.2% 

10.3 154 93.7% 

10.4 118 90.5% 

10.5 143 91.9% 

10.6 112 97.1% 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you all had a relaxing and enjoyable extended Bank Holiday weekend, and that your 
children are feeling refreshed and ready for the weeks ahead. 

With just four school weeks remaining until Challenge Week 3 (CW3), now is an important time for 
pupils to be preparing. We encourage you to support your child in reviewing their subjects and 
thinking ahead about what will be required during this period. The CW3 timetable is now available 
via the Heathcote Student Portal (on the front page). It can also be really helpful for pupils to 
create a personalised paper copy of their timetable, clearly highlighting their specific subjects, so 
they can stay organised and focused. 

In addition to home revision, a reminder that the library is available to all pupils every morning from 
8am and after school until 4pm.  Year 10 also have access on a Thursday at morning break.    

We would also like to remind families that the BEP Work Experience portal is now open. If your 
child has not yet selected their placements, we strongly urge them to do so as soon as possible. 
Please note that Year 12 students will be undertaking their work experience at the same time, 
meaning placements are limited and may fill quickly. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

 

Ms Page 

Year 10 Lead 



 9 

 

 

Year 11 News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I wanted to take this opportunity to say a huge Good Luck to all year 11 pupils in their 

upcoming exams.  We hope all the hard work pays off!!  It was lovely this morning to 

see pupils open their personalised good luck messages sent from both staff and 

parents, they really appreciated it and felt the love.  In relation to exams; pupils 

should now know the date, time and location of their exams and we ask that all 

pupils arrive promptly to each exam with all the equipment they will need.  Morning  

and afternoon boosters planned prior to exams should aid with this and help to calm 

some of the nerves. 

 

A reminder,  coming up we have the Year 11 Leavers Assembly for pupils followed by 

‘shirt signing’ and refreshments.  This event is to celebrate the end of exams but also 

as an opportunity for pupils & staff to say final farewells and good luck in their future 

endeavours – many of which we hope will be in our sixth form.  

Prom is also fast approaching.  The final pupil guest list for the Prom has not yet 

been confirmed, as pupil attendance and behaviour are still under consideration.  We 

endeavour to finalise this list in the next few weeks.  

In regards to leavers hoodies – these have now arrived and need to be checked prior 

to distributing.  We hope to give these to pupils next week. 

 

Thank you once again for all of your ongoing support. 

 

Ms Lewis 

Year 11 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

11.1 62 88.4% 

11.2 56 83.1% 

11.3 44 85.2% 

11.4 27 83.9% 

11.5 74 87.0% 

11.6 48 81.4% 
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Year 12 News 

Dear Parents & Carers of Year 12, 

We would like to begin by thanking all students and families for such a settled, calm, and positive return after the Easter break. It has been wonderful to 
see Year 12 students demonstrating maturity, resilience, and focus as they continue preparing for the important months ahead. 
As always, we appreciate your continued support at home - it truly makes a difference. 
 
Key Dates & Important Information 
Parents’ Evening – 21st June 

• Year 12 Parents’ Evening will take place on 21st June. This is an important opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, targets, and next steps 
as they prepare for Year 13. 

• In addition to subject teachers, Ms Singh and Ms Elmi will also be available for appointments to support students with wider guidance, 
progression advice, wellbeing, and future planning conversations. You will be emailed personally with an appointment.  

• We strongly encourage all families to attend. 
 
Challenge Week – 15th–22nd June 

• During Challenge Week, students will take part in a range of activities designed to build confidence, independence, teamwork, and wider 
personal development skills. 

• This week is an excellent opportunity for students to step outside of their comfort zones and continue developing the skills needed for 
university, apprenticeships, and employment. 

 
Work Experience – Begins 29th June 
This is a hugely valuable opportunity for students to: 

• Gain insight into the workplace 

• Develop employability skills 

• Build confidence and professionalism 

• Strengthen university and apprenticeship applications 

• Explore future career pathways 
We encourage students to fully immerse themselves in the experience and make the most of every opportunity presented to them. 
 
Progression Week & Careers Events – Week Beginning 6th July 
Following work experience, students will take part in our Progression Week, where we will host our very own careers and futures programme. 
We are excited to welcome leading professionals and organisations from industry, including representatives from KPMG and other sectors. 
This is an excellent opportunity for students to: 

• Network with professionals 

• Explore different industries and career pathways 

• Build valuable connections 

• Gain advice from people established in their fields 
 
A Huge Well Done 
We would also like to say a huge well done to all students who are currently sitting examinations and assessments. 
We know how much hard work, revision, and preparation has gone into this period, and we are incredibly proud of the determination and resilience 
students have shown. 
 
Supporting Your Child’s Next Steps 
As students begin thinking more seriously about life after sixth form, below are some useful resources that may help with university applications, 
apprenticeships, careers research, and CV writing. 
 
Useful Websites 
University Applications & Research—UCAS – University applications, personal statements, and course research 
 
Apprenticeships—National Apprenticeship Service 
 
Open Days—Students are encouraged to begin attending university open days and careers events over the coming months to help them make 
informed decisions about their futures. 
 
Final Message 
The months ahead are incredibly important, but they are also exciting. Year 12 is a key stepping stone towards university, apprenticeships, 
employment, and future ambitions. 
 
We are extremely proud of the progress students continue to make and look forward to supporting them through the remainder of the academic year. 
Thank you again for your ongoing support. 
 
Ms Singh/Ms Ismail 

Joint Year 12 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

12.1 2 93.5% 

12.2 12 87.1% 

12.3 7 98.0% 

12.4 23 87.4% 

12.5 7 95.9% 
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Year 13 News 

Key Messages 

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 13, 

Good Luck to Our Year 13 Students 
We would like to wish all of our Year 13 pupils the very best of luck as they begin their exams, with 
some already underway. This is an important time, and we are incredibly proud of the hard work, 
dedication, and resilience they have shown throughout their studies. We encourage all pupils to stay 
focused, take care of their wellbeing, and give each exam their best effort. 
 
Year 13 Leavers Tea 
Please could you remind your children that the year 13 Leavers Tea will take place on 15th May from 
2:20pm. This will be a special opportunity for the whole year group to come together one final time 
and celebrate the past two years. 
 
University firm and insurance offers  
Pupils should now be accepted their firm and insurance university choices, as the offer deadlines 
vary from May to June.  

Please encourage pupils to carefully check the specific deadline for each of their offers via the UCAS 
portal to ensure that they do not miss any important dates. 

As a general guide, it is recommended that a pupil’s insurance choice has lower entry requirements 
than their firm choice, providing a suitable alternative should results not meet the firm offer 
conditions. 

 
Student Finance Reminder  
Pupils are encouraged to apply for student finance as soon as possible to ensure funding is in place 
for the start of their course. Applications can be made online via Student Finance England. Pupils will 
need to create an account, complete their application, and provide details such as their university and 
course (this can be changed later as things may change on results day). Parents/carers will also be 
required to support the application by submitting household income information where applicable.  
 
Pastoral Reminders  
A polite reminder that parents should inform the Sixth form reception of absence 
via  sixthformattendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk or 020 8498 5110 option 3 if their child will not 
be present at school. This needs to be done every day of non-attendance.  
 
Contact Details 
If you’d like to contact me via e-mail the address is: pmiltiadou@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
 
Mr Miltiadou 

Year 13 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

13.1 0 93.8% 

13.2 0 83.0% 

13.3 3 75.7% 

13.4 4 80.0% 

13.5 8 93.5% 

mailto:sixthformattendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:pmiltiadou@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Other News 
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Week Beginning 11th May 

Lunch Menu 
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Week Beginning 18th May 

Lunch Menu 


