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HEATHNOTES 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year and Welcome Back! 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you all enjoyed a restful and enjoyable holiday period. On behalf of 
all the staff at Heathcote I would like to wish our families a very Happy New Year. 
We are delighted to see how positively our pupils have returned to school. They have started the term with 
great enthusiasm and focus on their learning, which has been truly inspiring. Their dedication and 
determination are a credit to them and to the support you provide at home. 
To celebrate our pupils’ hard work and achievements, we have already had some fantastic events to kick 
off the new year. Our 100% Club Celebrations recognised those pupils with outstanding attendance, and 
the Headteacher’s Pizza Lunch provided an enjoyable reward for pupils who have excelled. Both events 
were wonderful opportunities to celebrate our school community and set a positive tone for the term ahead. 
 
Exciting Curriculum Developments, Staffing Updates, and Homework Changes 
I am writing to share some important updates regarding the curriculum, staffing, and homework. 
 
Curriculum Changes in the Creative Arts 
After an 18-month search, we are thrilled to welcome Ms Nelson as our new Head of Creative Arts. This appointment allows us to 
restore two hours of Music and two hours of Drama each week for all pupils. These changes reflect our ongoing commitment to 
providing a rich and balanced curriculum, ensuring the creative arts remain a vibrant part of our pupils’ education. 
While we are aware that some pupils may feel disappointed by the reduction in Dance, we are committed to reviewing its provision 
as we plan for the next academic year. We recognise the value of Dance in fostering both physical and creative expression and will 
explore options to reintegrate it into the curriculum from September. 
 
Staffing Updates 
We are pleased to welcome back Ms Hawkins following her maternity leave, and we know her return will be warmly received by 
pupils and staff alike. 
At the same time, we bid farewell to Mr Monksfield and thank him for his dedication and service to the school. We are currently in 
the process of recruiting a new Teacher of the Deaf. In the interim, provision for pupils will remain unaffected due to internal 
timetable changes. Ms Russell and Ms Byrne, who were second in charge of the department, will now lead it on an interim basis, 
supported by Ms Gite, one of my Assistant Heads with years of pastoral experience, and Ms Overare, our SENDCO. 
 
Homework Update 
We are reintroducing an enhanced homework programme to support pupils in developing independent learning skills and reinforcing 
key knowledge in their core subjects. A detailed letter regarding this will be shared next week, and we encourage all parents and 
carers to review it carefully with their child. 
As part of this programme, we are introducing Homework Detentions for Years 7, 8, and 9 in core subjects (English, Maths, and 
Science). These detentions will take place for pupils who fail to complete or submit their homework on time. Our aim is to emphasise 
the importance of completing homework promptly and to provide additional support where needed. 
We understand that adjustments to routines can be challenging, but we firmly believe this approach will help foster responsibility and 
improve academic outcomes. If you have any questions or concerns about this change, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 
 
Challenge week 
From 3rd February, our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils will be participating in Challenge Week, an important milestone in their 
academic journey. This week is designed to help pupils demonstrate their knowledge and skills, which are crucial for predicted 
grades and college applications. These grades play a significant role in shaping their onward pathways, whether that is university, 
apprenticeships, or other opportunities. We also want to remind Year 11 parents and carers that our Sixth Form Open Evening will 
take place on 15th January from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. This event is an excellent opportunity to explore the options available in our 
Sixth Form and gain valuable insights to support your child’s next steps. We strongly encourage all Year 11 families to attend. 
 
Year 9 Options and parents evening 
We are pleased to inform you that the Year 9 Parents’ Evening will take place on 27th January 4.20-6.20pm. This is a key event in 
the school calendar, and we expect all Year 9 parents and carers to attend. Alongside the evening, we will be hosting an Year 9 
Options Fair, giving pupils the opportunity to ask questions about the various subjects on offer and speak directly with teachers 
about the most suitable option choices for their future studies. This is an important step in helping your child make informed 
decisions about their GCSEs, and we look forward to seeing you there. I will also be leading two talks one at 4pm and 5pm to give 
further option information. 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Together, we can ensure 2025 is a successful and memorable year for all our 
pupils.  
Sonia Close 
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Year 10/12 Work Experience 

Please continue supporting your child by looking for a work experience placement.  Once the 

placement has been agreed with the employer, the completed form needs to be returned to me with 

the insurance document.  The deadline for this is 24th February (after half term).   

 

Trips and Enrichment 

There will be two curriculum trips in February: 

Year 8 – The British Museum 

Year 9 – Paradox/Twisted Museum - £10 

 

The closing date for both is 15th January so please ensure you secure your child’s space by then 

as we will not be able to add late additions. 

 

After School Enrichment Activities/Breakfast Club 

All enrichment activities continue as usual.  Please encourage your child to attend.  

 

NHS Apprenticeships and Work Experience Opportunities 

The NHS have recently launched a new service to advertise apprenticeships and work experience 

opportunities within the organisation.  Please visit their website on the following link for more 

information. 

https://northeastlondon.icb.nhs.uk/careers-north-east-london/ 

 

Ms Bashal 

School Notices 

https://northeastlondon.icb.nhs.uk/careers-north-east-london/


 4 

 

Enrichment Activities 

Breakfast Club is open to every child from 8.00am Monday to Friday.  Please encourage your child 

to attend and take advantage of the invaluable service. 

After School Enrichment activities are well underway.  Please remind your child to attend. 

 

Please see below for our latest timetable of after-school enrichment activities. If you have any 

queries please speak to Ms Bashal or to the teacher listed in the table. 

School Notices 
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Year 10 Food Preparation and Nutrition 2024-2025 students 

Dear Parents, 

Please see the links below for the timetables for our Year 10 and Year 11 Food Preparation and 

Nutrition pupils. This has all the information for the lessons, the homework and any ingredients they 

will need for the coming year. Year 11 pupils started their coursework for NEA 1 from the 3rd of 

September 2024. 

 

All ingredients are placed in the homework section and are placed in the homework the week 

before they are needed. Hopefully this will stop last minute requests for ingredients. 

The school will supply any one-off ingredients for recipes such as baking powder, syrup and jerk 

seasoning. If ever there is an issue with Ingredients please do not hesitate to email me or send 

your child in with a note. 

 

All pupils will need to supply a plastic container to take their food home in. This can be a container 

such as a large sweet plastic tub. They will also need a hair band or hair tie if they have long hair.  

Acrylic and false nails and nail polish are a health and safety issue in catering. So please refrain 

from fake nails and nail polish. 

 

If there are any issues please contact me on mroffey4.320@heathcoteschool.com . 

Thank you so much for your support and I look forward to working with your children in the 

forthcoming year.  

 

Please Click Here for the Year 10 timetable. 

Please Click Here for the Year 11 timetable. 

 

Ms Roffey 

Food and Nutrition 

School Notices 

mailto:mroffey4.320@heathcoteschool.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1whZhJVOnWZbajiGVMLUkDpf0zZXIyEcI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wiSwdbWzrUBVpVggeDVfxuxnaZKoSaOf/view?usp=sharing
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Accelerated Reader 

Congratulations to the following pupils for achieving a score of 90-100% correct in their A/R 

Quizzes. Well done to all those pupils who continue to read! 

 

 

 

 

 

Heathcote’s Book Of The Fortnight 

What Walks These Halls by Amy Clarkin  

 

A prickling sensation grew on the back of her neck, 

spreading up her scalp. It was the feeling of being 

watched. She whirled to face the doorway but it was 

empty. 

 

Raven O’Sullivan doesn’t remember what happened in 

Hyacinth House five years ago. When her father died 

during a paranormal investigation there, everyone said it 

was an accident, but she’s pretty certain it’s her fault. 

 

Her brother, Archer, wasn’t there that night. When asked 

to investigate the supposed ghost of Hyacinth House, he 

can’t resist saying yes. Even if his sister wants nothing to 

do with it. 

 

Éabha McLoughlin has grown up seeing and hearing 

things no one else does. Now that she’s starting college, she finally has the freedom to find out 

why. The daring Archer and his eclectic team seem like a good place to start. 

 

But everyone has their secrets, and they all lead back to Hyacinth House …  

Reading at Heathcote 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Daniil S 100% Correct Alan B 90% Correct Daniel C 90% Correct 

Holly B 90% Correct Haadi S 100% Correct Eleanor J 100% Correct 

Joshua M 100% Correct Melissa S 90-100% correct  

Jay M-D 100% Correct   
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Year 7 News 

Key Messages 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! We hope you had a relaxing and restful Christmas break and are ready for an exciting term 

ahead. 

As we return, there are a few important updates to share: 

 

Timetable Updates: There are slight timetable changes in place, and new planners have been issued to all 

pupils this week. Please encourage your child to use their planner to stay organised and on top of their schedule. 

 

Homework Restorations: Starting this term, homework restorations have been introduced for core subjects—

English, Maths, and Science. Please ensure your child completes their homework on time and seeks support if 

needed. 

 

Rewards Event: On Thursday, we held a special rewards event during periods 1 and 2 to celebrate pupils with 

100% attendance or those who have made significant improvements in their attendance. Pupils enjoyed a well-

deserved film viewing. Congratulations to all involved! 

 

Reading Programme: It has come to our attention that some pupils do not have a reading book with them. 

Reading is a key part of our pastoral programme, and we are working hard to improve reading ages and habits. 

Please remind your child to bring a reading book to school, make use of the library, and read regularly at home. 

 

Reminders for Pupils: 

AirPods and Headphones: AirPods or similar devices should not be brought to school. 

 

Cold Weather: Please ensure pupils are dressed appropriately for the season, including wearing warm coats for 

the journey to and from school. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping us provide the best learning environment for your child. If you 

have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Ms Gasper 

Year 7 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

7.1 109 93.5% 

7.2 113 93.4% 

7.3 79 98.6% 

7.4 95 97.2% 

7.5 151 98.3% 

7.6 143 89.7% 
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Year 8 News 

Key Messages 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year! I hope you and your families had a restful holiday. Year 8 pupils have had a great first week back 

to the new term. This week, I had the pleasure of visiting several Year 8 lessons and was thoroughly impressed by 

the quality of work being completed. The pupils demonstrated great engagement in their learning and consistently 

produced work of a very high standard, keep it up! 

Congratulations to the Year 8 pupils in the 100 Club, who achieved 100% attendance last term, as well as our 

Resilience Club, which recognises those who demonstrated the most improved attendance. Their commitment to 

learning through being at school every single day has therefore been rewarded with a special cinema morning, 

where they enjoyed a well-deserved break to celebrate.  

Uniform 

We are pleased to report that uniform standards remain excellent across the year group, with pupils arriving smartly 

dressed and ready to learn. However, we have noted some concerns regarding the length of some pupils' skirts. If 

this does not improve, we will require these pupils to wear trousers every day as an alternative. With the recent drop 

in temperatures below freezing, we kindly remind parents and carers to ensure pupils are dressed appropriately for 

the winter weather. This includes wearing tights with skirts, plain black jumpers over shirts and ties, and a coat for 

outdoor wear. If you require support in purchasing a coat or other uniform items, please do not hesitate to contact 

us. Thank you for your continued support in maintaining high standards of presentation and being ready for learning. 

Homework Expectations & Updates 

To support learning in core subjects (English, Maths, and Science) Year 8 pupils must ensure all homework is 

completed on time. To help enforce this Pupils who miss homework will now receive break-time restorations to catch 

up. A restoration list will be printed and displayed in the atrium daily. A reminder that it is each pupil’s responsibility 

to check the list and attend restorations as required. This new system emphasises personal accountability and aims 

to maintain high academic standards. Home-work club runs every day afterschool in the Library until 4:30pm.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact the Year 8 team.  

Thank you for your ongoing support in making this a successful year for all our pupils. 

Upcoming Events  

Thursday 16th January – Pupil Late Start - 9.40am. The gates will close at 9:35am.  

Thursday 6th February – British Museum Trip – Please ensure you have given consent/signed up to the trip on 

Arbor.  

Ms Apperley 

Year 8 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

8.1 162 92.6% 

8.2 295 97.6% 

8.3 132 91.0% 

8.4 142 98.7% 

8.5 122 85.0% 

8.6 226 95.5% 

8.7 195 95.8% 
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Year 9 News 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

9.1 142 92.4% 

9.2 108 93.8% 

9.3 195 88.2% 

9.4 95 92.6% 

9.5 154 95.2% 

9.6 112 91.7% 

Key Messages 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Outside behaviour at break & lunch 

Unfortunately the boisterous behaviour at break and lunch is still causing a few problems. There seems to be quite a trend for grabbing peoples 
rucksacks and pulling them backwards. This is unacceptable due to the risk of pupils falling and injuring themselves and also of expensive bags 
getting ripped and damaged. Please encourage your child (and it is almost exclusively the boys) to refrain from doing this. Also, a reminder that 
physical contact is not permitted. I have made it clear that we will sanction anyone acting in an inappropriate or potentially dangerous manner at 
break or lunch. 

Options – Subject Presentations 

Over the next 2 weeks department leads will be presenting to pupils regarding subject content at GCSE. These presentations will take place during 
tutor period, so it is really important that pupils eat their lunch and make their way to form rooms promptly for a 1.45pm start. If time allows we will 
take questions from pupils, but if that is not possible I would encourage them to speak with their subject teachers about any queries regarding the 
GCSE course. 

Parents Evening & Options Presentations 

This event will be taking place on Thursday January 30th. The structure of the evening will be: 

4.00-4.20      Options presentation by Mrs Close 

5.00-5.20      Options presentation by Mrs Close 

4.20-6.20      Consultation with subject teachers including options fair. 

A letter with final confirmation of details will be shared via Arbor closer to the time. 

Spring Term Trips 

Spring term trips will be taking place on Thursday 6th February. 9.1, 2 & 3 will be going to The Paradox Museum, 9.4, 5 & 6 will visit The Twist 
Museum. Payment of £10 must be made via Arbor by Wednesday 15th January. Thank you to Ms Mistry for arranging this trip for the pupils – both 
museums look very entertaining! Final details to follow. 

Praise 

Well done to the following pupils for their achievements recognised in our Xmas assembly: 

ACE Lottery (100% punctuality & attendance last term): Skylar K 

Superstar Lottery (no negatives, at least 1 praise point): Zac C 

Top praise per tutor group: 

9.1: Alexander   9.2: Tracy  9.3: Imogen W   9.4: Aymen  9.5:Lucian  9.6:Harry B 

Year Lead Awards: Toby G & Savannah A-T 

Head teacher Awards: Freya D, Millie G, Evan B, Koray A 

Well done also to all that received subject recognition awards or bronze, silver or gold awards for praise points last term – over 100 gold certificates 
were awarded which was amazing! 

Upcoming Dates: 

Year 9 Parents Evening inc. Options Display & talk - Thursday January 30th 2025, 4.20-6.20pm (times tbc) 

Spring term trip—Thursday 6th February 2025 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Ms Page 

Year 9 Lead 
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Year 10 News 

Key Messages 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Return to School 

Happy New year to all. 

The vast majority of year 10 pupils have returned to school with a positive mindset. It is pleasing to see 

them settle back into their rhythm straight away.  

If you have any concerns regarding your child related to the Xmas break, please do get in touch and we will 

support you where we can.  

 

Uniform 

Please ensure you are checking your child's uniform whilst ensuring that they have all forms of equipment 

needed for school. Uniforms are checked regularly at the school gates prior to entry  and pupils are 

expected to be dressed correctly.  

If your child arrives at school without an incomplete uniform, they will be expected to wear a uniform that is 

then provided. To ensure this is not presented with a challenge, please ensure your child has the relevant 

uniform items required.  

  

Spring Term Trips  

As a reminder, the English department will be running an English trip on Thursday 24th April 2025. Those 

attending will need to be in full school uniform and will require a packed lunch for the day.  

Payments are managed through your child's Arbor account. Please ensure payments are made in advance.  

Many thanks.  

 

Work Experience  

Please continue to explore work experience opportunities. Please remember that the school deadline is 

Monday 24th February 2025. Forms and placements should have been secure by this date.  Please reach 

out if you have any concerns about this.  

Mr Smith 

Year 10 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

10.1 91 95.7% 

10.2 81 96.8% 

10.3 145 86.9% 

10.4 102 92.8% 

10.5 76 85.2% 

10.6 135 83.0% 
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Year 11 News 

Key Messages 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome Back and Happy New Year! 

We hope you had a restful and joyful holiday season and are ready for the term ahead. As we return to school, we want to take  this opportunity to share some important 

reminders and updates to support your child in their final full term of Year 11, as they are just 11 weeks away from their ac tual GCSE exams. 

Challenge Week 

A reminder that Challenge Week will be starting on Monday, 3rd February. This exam period is designed to help boost pupil outcomes, and we hope to see significant 

improvements as a result of their hard work and determination during this focused period. A reminder that all revision materials including the provisional timetable can be 

found on google sites/ google classroom. A subject ‘how to support your child’ guide was sent via Arbor to help parents support home revision. 

Well Done to History Pupils 

A huge well done to our History pupils for keeping up with their revision over the holidays and completing their assignments on Seneca. This dedication to their revision is 

commendable and sets a great example for others. 

Punctuality 

Punctuality remains a significant focus for us this term. With GCSE exams fast approaching, every lesson counts. Arriving on time is essential for your child’s learning and 

helps set a positive tone for the day. We kindly ask for your continued support in ensuring your child arrives at school prom ptly each morning. Consistent lateness not only 

impacts your child’s education but also disrupts the learning of others. Please can we make this a priority over the rest of this term.  

Jewellery Policy 

We have noticed an increasing number of pupils wearing excessive jewellery to school. Please remember that only minimal jewel lery, as stated in our school uniform policy 

(one pair of earrings, a watch), is permitted. Excessive jewellery can pose a safety hazard. We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring that your child adheres to these 

rules. 

Sanctions and Attendance 

We would like to remind all pupils and parents about the importance of attending sanctions (e.g., break, lunch, or after -school restorations) when they are issued. These 

measures are in place to address behaviour concerns and ensure that lesson time is not disrupted. Attending sanctions promptl y prevents the escalation of issues and 

supports a focused learning environment. With exams so close, maintaining a positive and disciplined approach is more important than ever. 

Booster Sessions 

Our booster sessions for extra intervention are continuing this term, and it is crucial that all pupils assigned to these sessions attend regularly. These sessions are 

specifically designed to support Year 11 pupils in preparing for their GCSEs and addressing and closing any gaps in knowledge . It was great to walk around and see the 

high engagement from pupils who are attending. Regular attendance can make a significant difference in their progress, so we strongly encourage your child’s full 

participation. 

Log in Issues 

We are aware that there have been some technical issues regarding logging in for some pupils. We are working quickly to resol ve these. If your child is experiencing these 

issues please contact sbragg@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk with your child’s name, form and a preferred password. This needs to be a minimum of 7 characters and contain 

at least 1 number.  

Sixth Form Open Evening 

We are excited to invite you to our Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday, 15th January. This event is a fantastic opportunity to learn more about the courses and 

opportunities available for post-16 education. Please book your tickets in advance to secure your place. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Post-16 Applications 

As a reminder, Year 11 pupils should be actively exploring and applying for post-16 places and courses now, rather than waiting until March. It is vital to understand the 

grades required for their desired provisions so they can work towards exceeding these targets. Early applications ensure they have a broader range of options to consider 

and prepare them for the next stage of their education journey. 

With just 11 weeks to go until the start of their GCSE exams, this is a critical time for Year 11 pupils. Your support at hom e, alongside the guidance and resources we 

provide at school, will be key to their success. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions or concerns.  

Ms Clancey  

Year 11 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

11.1 67 87.6% 

11.2 39 86.1% 

11.3 45 95.8% 

11.4 41 95.0% 

11.5 53 96.0% 

11.6 33 93.9% 

mailto:sbragg@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Year 12 News 

Key Messages 

 

Dear Parents & Carers of Year 12, 

Envision Trip Reminder 

A reminder that our pupils involved in the Envision Programme have a trip on Thursday 16th January 
at the William Blair Office, 22 Bishopsgate, London EC2N 4BQ. Pupils will be dismissed from school 
at 1:30pm and the session will take place between 3:15-4:45pm. Pupils are responsible for making 
their own way there from school and their journey back home. Pupils will be expected to cover their 
own travel costs by topping up their oysters. Pupils will need to bring a packed lunch. Lunch will be 
provided for those on free school meals. 

 

RO Programme Launch trip  

Pupils accepted on the RO Programme have been invited to the launch event of this year’s iteration 
of the programme which will be hosted at Loughborough University on the 22nd of January. The visit 
has been organised by the team at Realising Opportunities. The Realising Opportunities team will 
contact your children to book their return train ticket to Loughborough via their local station. This will 
be paid for by the Realising Opportunities team. They will be will be responsible for making their own 
way home. Lunch and refreshments will be provided for the students attending.  

 

Work Experience Forms 

Pupils must complete their own work experience placement form when securing their work 
experience placements. Completed forms will need to be handed to Ms Bashal by 24th February 
2025. 

 

Pastoral Reminders  

A polite reminder that parents should inform the Sixth form reception via  
sixthformattendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk or 020 8498 5110 option 3 if their child will not be 
present at school. This needs to be done every day of non-attendance.  

 

Contact Details 

If you’d like to contact me via e-mail the address is: pmiltiadou@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

Mr Miltiadou 

Year 12 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

12.1 8 93.5% 

12.2 3 89.8% 

12.3 4 95.4% 

12.4 4 94.1% 

12.5 12 95.7% 

mailto:sixthformattendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:pmiltiadou@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Year 13 News 

Key Messages 

 

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 13, 

 

We welcomed back year 13 after what we hope was a good opportunity for 
rest and recouperation and time to catch up on any outstanding work.  

 

This term is their last full term at school, with the final units and topics being 
taught by staff and coursework submissions due.  The term also includes the 
second challenge week for year 13, which will be their last formal 
assessments before the official exams.  We encourage pupils to continue to 
attend booster sessions as directed and utilise the exam preparation support 
offered. 

 

Thank you to all year 13 pupils that have volunteered their time, either through 
the buddy system (supporting year 12 pupils and as a means of revision) and 
thank you in advance to all those pupils that plan to support at open evening 
to make it a success.  A special thanks to our head girls Summaya & Jenatie 
for facing their fears and for what we expect to be impressive speeches.   

 

Reminder, that there is an early finish for sixth-form pupils on Wednesday 15th 
January so we can prepare the school for Open Evening.  

 

Please note, information will follow shortly regarding the option of purchasing 
a year 13 leavers hoodie.  

 

Ms Lewis 

Year 13 Lead 

Form Praise Points Attendance 

13.1 0 82.4% 

13.2 5 90.5% 

13.3 0 95.4% 

13.4 9 90.8% 

13.5 14 92.7% 
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Other News & Events 
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Other News & Events 
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Week Beginning 13th January 

Week Beginning 20th January 

Lunch Menu 


